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Evaluating 566 opinionnaires of the 1,400 distributed 

irents whose children had participated in programs at 1 of 2 
lent outdoor education centers in northern Illinois — the Rockford 
ior School and the Lorado Taft Field Campus — this study sought 
to determine what parents perceive to be the values and outcomes 
lie resident outdoor education program; <2) to learn whether 
at s endorse continuation of the resident program; (3) to 
ctain who parents think should assume financial responsibility 
selected aspects of the resident program; and (4) to provide 
ats an opportunity to make suggestions ; to improve the program of 
lent outdoor education. In the survey, validity and reliability 
He parental perceptions; opinions; and attitudes were not sought; 
ver, it was felt that the parents* responses were important in 
r mining whether the programs were to receive public support or 
Lc condemnation. Thirteen conclusions, 10 recommendations, and 2 



idixes showing parents* comments and; suggestions are .included, 

i:- 



1 with 10 tables. <MJB) 
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CHAPTER I 



INTRODUCTION 



This study was undertaken to answer these and other questions s 



1, What do parents perceive to be the values and outcomes of 
a several day resident outdoor education program?! 

2 # What are their attitudes regarding who should bear the expenses 
relating to the resident program?! 

3 # Should the program be continued as a part of the educational 
effort?! and 



lj.. What suggestions do parents have to make for improving uho 
program? 



Answers to these questions were considered important to decision 
makers responsible for planning and administering school districts 1 
educational efforts. If the parents of the pupils who have participated 
in a resident program perceive the experience to be of little value, 
serious questions must be raised regarding the continuation and support 



of the program. On the other hand, if parents indicate they believe the 



axperienc e had educational value and want the program continued or eoc- 




2 



The pupils of the parents surveyed in this study had participated 
in one of two resident outdoor education programs in northern Illinois i 
the Rockford Outdoor School* located in Atwocd Park* New Milford* 

Illinois * andLorado Taft Field Campus of Northern Illinois University^ 
Oregon* Illinois, The Rockford Outdoor School provided a week of resi- 
dent outdoor education for some of the children enrolled in the elementary 
schools in Rockford and other schools in northern Illinois and has a profes- 
sional teaching staff. The Lorado Taft Field Campus served as a laboratory 
for an outdoor student teaching experience for undergraduate elementary 
education students of Northern Illinois University, Thus* the teaching 
of pupils was the responsibility of senior level college students, 

OTHER STUDIES 



A survey of the pertinent literature reveals that persons res- 
ponsible for administering resident outdoor education programs have long 
recognised the importance of the parent perceptions and attitudes of thoir 



programs. Many of them have used questionnaires* opinionnaires and in-^ 
t^rviews to acquire such information. Parental responses have been con- . 

... - ' - Wv ‘t 

sidered especially important in the evaluation of outdoor education programs 
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parental responses have indicated that programs were in trouble and not 
accomplishing their stated aims. In 1957, Bell reviewed parental res- 
ponses to items on a questionnaire administered by several California 
school districts,^ They found that 90 to 97 percent of the parents wanted 
their c hil dren to attend “school camp” again because they felt it was a 
worthwhile educational experience. Bell also reviewed a study made by 
the Los Angeles schools in which parents were asked to indicate what the 
children learned at camp. Parents perceived knowledge, skills and ap- 
preciation of the outdoors to be the most important outcomes and a better 
understanding of group living to be the next most important. 

In 1971, Ziemer randomly sampled the parents of the children who 
participated in the resident outdoor education program of Crystal Lake, 



Illinois, using a questionnaire. He reported that more than eighty per- 
cent of the parents endorsed a resident experience for every child in the 
district, especially if it would be similar to the one provided their own 
children. More than 70 percent of the parents who responded to the 
questionnaire indicated that the program provided children with (a) 
opportCurities f or the deyel^miait of responsibility, (b) experiences to 
improve self-image and Self-concept, and (c) opportunities for enhancing 
the child * a relationship within the class structure, 3 






M, Bell and Ethol Tobin, ”Do Parents and Teachers Value - 
Outdoor Education ?, ” California Journal of Elementary Education, 26sX02-107 
November, 1957. Reprinted in Hammerman and Hammerman, A Bo o k of .Roadings 
In Outdoor Education (Minneapolis : BurgCBS Publishing Co., 1968) p. 36d. 
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Swan, in 1969, and again in 1970, considered parental reaction to 
be an e valua tive component in his study of the Worthington, Westerville, 
Granville, Ohio, Outdoor Education Program (Tri-District Outdoor Education), 



Using a questionnaire, he acquired responses from approximately two hundred 
parents each of the two years. Both sets of replies indicated parental 
support of the program. In 1969 and an 1970 respectively, eighty-six and 
ninety percent of his respondents gave the program an excellent or a veiy 
good rating. In each instance, parents strongly endorsed such experiences 
for all children in their schools. In each of the two years, only one dr 



two persons gave the program a "poor” rating or refused to endorse such 
experiences for all children 

Ziemer and Swan each compiled long lists of ^comments 11 indicating 
what their respondents considered to b© important about their programs or 
thought sho uld be changed. They reported that only a few negative comments 
were received. The parents providing the negative comments did not appear 
to question the value of the programs as much as they questioned whether 
these kinds of programs were appropriate responsibilities of the school,^ 
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PROGRAMS INCLUDED IW THIS STUDY! 

The administrative and philosophical purposes of the two programs 
involved in this comparative study were significantly different-, as were 
the modes of operation, Characterisltics of the two programs are as 



follows 2 

Rockford Outdoor School 

1, Primary emphasis on "what 
elementary pupil can leam 
about environmental and 
outdoor education" 



2, Instruction provided by full- 
time professional teachers 
qualified to teach indoors 
and outdoors 



Lorado Taft Field Campus 

1, Primary emphasis on "what 
pre-service elementary 
teacher can learn about 
teaching pupils in an out- 
door environment -with no 
special academic emphasis" 

2m Instruction provided by 
pre-service elementary 
education majors with senior 
status at Northern Illinois 



3. 



Teachers have considerable 
knowledge about outdoor 
phenomena : r ^:~ 



3, Most seniors have limited 
knowledge ^o^pbutdqor 
phenomena , ;; r' . ? !!! " ;^!3 ::!! 



u. 



Teachers are skilled in 
methodology of outdoor 
teaching \ 



■ iiV MS’eniq^ r /./ 

; 'r^-jtitpap3Lpig^^ 



Teachers are experienced 
in organizing pupils for 
outdoor learning o 



v?.n 



— are inexporie _ 



5. Seniors are inexperienced 

- ^ _ ... •* -» ■ - **»•*-“** 

outdoor. 





Rockford Outdoor School 



Lprado Taft Field Campus 



Role of classroom teacher 
while at Rockford Outdoor 
School i may’ serve as an 

to part of class 
ig any given instructional 
periodj sleeps in the dormi- 
tory with pupils'! eats at 
table with pupils and gives 
instruction regarding dining 
room 



9 * 



Role of class room teacher 
during week at Taft Campus s 
serves as a resource person 
to the seniors in matters! 
relating to curriculum and 
pupil behavior! men often 
sleep in the dormitory with 
boys | eat at table with 
pupils but usiially give no 
instruction regarding dining 
room procedures 



10# Classroom teacher is 

taiowledgeable about learning 
experiences the children are 
having because of direct 
responsibility in the instruc* 
tional program 



11 . 



Classroom teacher can p^pita- 
liae on the week's experiences 
babk in the classroom because 
of the close realtdbnsMp ; 
between the on-going curricu- 
lum and the, currlcuiumat^'^ 
Outdoor S c bool 









• . ' • 



10# Class room teachers often 
accompany instructional 
teams during activity 
as "observers" but have 
limited knowledge about 
"total kinds of experi^ioes 
each child is having during 
the wee 

Classroom teacher often un- 
able tb fully cap! on 

experiene es sbac k in th e 
: clas s room becaus e there -miay 
not be a correlation be- 
tweeri the-it^Spiirj 



11 . 















r -i-r.:; «.*£ 



12. Part-time professional staff 12. Seniors assume responsibi 

assumes responsibility for l“y for gening recreational 

evening recreational activi- activities 



ii.&' ... . 
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STUDY DESIGN 



The initiators of the study, members of the Lorado Taft Field Campus 

, ■ 1 * ■ ■ = »■» 

Faculty, wanted to know (l) what parents perceive to be the important 
outcomes of the resident outdoor education, program! (2) if the parents of 
boys have the same perception of the program as do the parents of girls j 
(3) in what ways, if any, the parents of children participating in the 
Taft program, which emphasised teacher education, perceive the program 
differently from the way parents of children participating in a public 
school operated program perceive that program. 

Consultation with the Principal of the Department of Outdoor Education 



(also Director of the Rockford Outdoor School) and the Assistant to the 
Superintendent, Elementary, of District 20J?, Rockford, Illinois, revealed 
they were also interested in obtaining information of this nature# The 
Principal agreed to assist in the study by sending out opinionnaires 
(See Figure 1») to the parents of approximately 700 children who had par- 
ticipated in his program during the spring of 1971# J. : _ 

Each building principal of the icioolSr in the Taft 
program Airing the spring of 1971 agreed to send out opinionnaires to his 
parents . . Approximately 700 




PARENTS' OPINIONNAIRE: RESIDENT OUTDOOR EDUCATION 

Person completing this form: ( ) Father ( ) Mother ( ) Guardian 

City in which living: — — 

Sex of child; ( ) Boy ( ) Girl Grade Level: ( ) 4th ( ) 5th ( ) 6th 

Month in which child was at the Outdoor School: — — 



No Basis 
for 

Yes Judgment No 

1. The activities during the week at the outdoor school appealed to my child 

largely because the emphasis was on outdoor activity rather than classroom 

or indoor activity. . . / — — — — ■ 

2. The experience helped to improve my child's self confidence. — — — — . 

3. My child now appears to be better acquainted with his classroom teacher 

than he was before the experience. 

4. My child's relationships with his classmates appear to have been affected jn a 

positive manner as a result of the week. ______ 

5 1 believe that I have an adequate understanding of the reason the school 

provided my child with this experience. , . •?.. r >: 7 7;;^;. .: — — — 

6. My child has talked freely at home about his experiences of that week. — __ — — _ — — 



7. I noticed a positive change in my child's manners following the week at the 
■f/. •'outdoor 'school. ii .;r‘ ' " L F'SSS:'::.* SS'SSS 






8. The classroom teachers and my child now appear to have a better under- 
standing of each other that apparently resulted from the experience. - 






9. The experience appears to Kaye given- firiy ichijd a new appreciation and 






understanding of his own famjly. , 



v- 



10. During the week my child identified a hobby or a new interest that he may 

continue tobursue in the future.- if YES, name the hobby or. interest. _ 

' - -V A--:--.,; v 









1 #This"was ThPehiib’^fifstltimiiav^ 

~ ‘ ' ' 



: one day and night). 



.= £-.! :Vjj <-.s . -if.-TS's-' * 7 -- " 






.. -v •;• ' 








r .....JpIfl| 

12. My child now appears to be more concerned "about the feelings and 
of other people" than beWo 



is 




•*- *" - 1 ' - - ■ • ■ • ' 4 - ' 

; concerned "about the feelings and rights 

• ’ * * * • ~ -L / 

^ s 









NORTHERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 

The Lorado Taft Field Campus OREGON, ILLINOIS 61061 



Department of 



Area Code 815 



OUTDOOR TEACHER EDUCATION 



Telephone 732*2111 

732=2112 



Tot Parents and Guardians of Children Who Have 
Participated in the Resident Outdoor 
Education Program 



Dear Parents s 

We want to learn what children gain from their four or _ 
five day outdoor education experience in which they reside 
away from home and at the outdoor school. Knowing this will 
help us to provide more valuable experiences for the children 
who might be involved in the future. 

Parents can provide us with some of this information if tb®Y 
will let us know what they perceive to be the ^values of tl|is 
program and what they believe to be its strengths and weaknesses. 



You can help us by completing the attached questionnaire . 

relates to your child’s recent experience at the outdoor school 
and returning it in the envelope that is provided,.,.; ; -• v ;: 



, • • ■ tyt: : 



Several hundred paired to complete this _ 

naire. The returns will be opened fflid tabulated so^that all replies 
will be anomyous and there will be no way to identify any person 
with his responses. 






;.v J. 



Despite the large mmber of questionnaires being used, hcwever, 
eac h response counts and is important. Hence,^ your candid o - 
servations and comments will, be; 










I :KJ( ilil 




m 



signed by the appropriate sohool official and a prepaid addressed return 
envelope accompanied the opinlonnaire. Parent signatures were not re- 

quested and no follow-up was attempted. 

IBM computer cards were punched for each of the returned opinionnaires 

and were processed at the Northern Illinois University Computer Center. A 

standard statistical program was used! 

X, To obtain number and percentage ^formation about the responses 
for each opinionnaire item, segregated by program and by sex 
of the child | 

2. To learn (using Chi square) if there was a significant difference 
in the way in which various groups of parents responded to the 
opinionnaire items I 

3. To learn which of the stated outcomes parents perceived to be 



most important. 




CHAPTER IX 



RESULTS OP THE STUDY 



The parents of $66 of the children who had participated in either the 
Rockford or Taft Campus resident programs completed and returned the 
Parents * Opinionnai re z Resident Outdoor Education. Table 3^ shows a 
number and percentage tabulation of their responses. Since respondents 
frequently marked the "No Basis for Judgement" column of the opinionnairei 
the sum of the "Yes" and "No" responses for each particular item usually 
totals less than $66. In each ease the percentage figure is based on the 
total number of respondents who replied either affirmatively or negatively 



to the item. 

In Part I of the Opinionnaire, sixteen of the twenty-one items relate 
to "program outcomes " (i • e. , 2, 3 , U, 7, 8, 9 , 10.vl2 3 13 , 

18 5 19, and 20). Over seventy-five percent of the parents responding 
checked the "Yes " column indicating that items 2 y U, 13 , lU, l/>, 17? and ^ 

19 were achieved. Only on items 7/ lO, l2, and l8 did fewer than fifty per- 
cent of the parents responding answer "Yes . " 

Items 1, $ 9 6 9 11, and 21, not related to program outcomes, received 






the following parental reactions * 



1. The activities during the week at the outdoor school 







NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE TABULATION OF PARENT RESPONSES, 
PARENTS" OFXNIONNAIRE : RESIDENT OUTDOOR EDUCATION 
ROCKFORD AND TAFT CAMPUS, SPRING, 1971 



ITEM 



Replying: YES 

Percent* 



er 



Replying: 

Number 



NO 



1 , 



Tbs activities during the week at the 
outdoor school appealed to my child 
largely because the emphasis was on 
outdoor activity rather than classroom 
or indoor activity. 



2 , 



The experience helped to improve my 
child’s self confidence 



3, 



My child now appears to be better 
acquainted with his classroom 
teacher than he was before the 
experience. 



4 . 



My child’ s relationships with his 
classmates appear to have been 
affected in a positive manner as 
a result of the week . 



514 


97.3 


14 


2.7 


343 


84.9 


61 


15.1 


204 


55.8 


161 


44,2 


291 


U: 78.0 


82 


22.0 



5 . 



: underb tending 

~ s chop! provided my child with thp;;; 
experience . 



498 



93.6 



34 



6.4 



■ :'.tV !fiX 






6 . My child has talked freely at home 514 93.8. 34 

about bis experiences of that week • 

7. I noticed a positive.; change in tny 




mmmm 




ITEM 



Jsl 4 , J-Al W ' 



Number 



Percent # 



Number Percent* 



t . 



This was my child’s first time away 
from home and parents (for more than 
one day and night. ) 

My child now appears to be more con- 
cerned "about the feelings and rights 
of other people” than before . 

My child’s knowledge of ’’good con- 
servation practices , ‘ appears to have 
been increased as a result of the 
week. 

My child’s knowledge of glacial 
geology, fossils, and geologic 
time seems to have been increased. 



198 



171 



358 



36.3 



45.8 



80.4 



376 



191 



370 



The experiences during the week seem 
to have helped my child to improve 
his use of the library and research 
materials . .. . - ;.;i\ '-v r \ 

My child now appears to be more 
aware of the problems of air and 
water pollution than before he went 
to the outdoor school. 

to have increased ny child's interest 
and knowledge in science . 



83 .6 



52.7 



The week appears to have increased 
my child's interest and knowledge 



128 



78.3 



81.2 



33 .3 



347 



202 



87 



63.7 



54.2 



19.6 



74 



171 



16.4 



47.3 



102 



21.7 



89 



18.8 






256 66.7 







o 

ERIC 



Ik 



... _I^la.I^^Qniiinued- 



Please respond to the following items using the rating scale provided. This 
scale affords you the opportunity to indicate the degree to which you react to 
each item. 



1 . 



To what extent was your 
child prepared by his 
teacher for his week of 
resident outdoor education? 



VERY WELL' 



Number; 372 ? 96 ' 57 * £_?. 



■Percent^ fiq ; ia ? 



a 



NOT AT ALL 



2. Based on your child's comments g x _ Number; 339 : 135 ; 58 : 9 ? 1Q 

how would you rate the dis- cellent * 

cipline at the outdoor school? Percent *61 ; 24 : 11 : 2 : 2 



Poor 



To what extent would you 

endorse or recommend a resi- Number: 471 : 59 ; 20 __ - 2 __ .4_ 

dent experience like this at Definitely: . 

an outdoor school for all child- Fercent*85_ 

ren at some time while in school? 



Not at all 



: 11 



4 : — 



To what extent did your child 
look forward to going to the 
outdoor school? 



Number: 458: 42 



32 : 9 : 13 



Very 



Didn't want 
t o go 



Perce 



: 2 



5. What rating would you give 
to the total resident out- 
door 

6. In your opinion 9 should the 
program be continued : 

7. tfe 

to indicate who you believe 



Number: 407 : 100 : 42 : 3 : 5 : 
Excellent -■ ' . v Poor, 

Percent* 73 : 18: 8^ : 1 : 1 : 



Number: 494 : 
Definitely Yes 
- Percent* 89 _ 



28: 20: 6 : .6 



4 



1 Definitely, No 



school; 5 



PARENT 

No. ^Percent 



423 80.9 ■: 

358 69.2 










3, Approximately ninety-four percent of the parents indicated their 
child talked "freely” at home about his experience of the week of resident 
outdoor education* 

bw About six out of every ten children had been away from home and 
parents for more than a day and night prior to the week of resident outd' r 
education. 

5 * Nearly eighty percent of the parents responding indicated their 
child did not perceive the week to be "merely fun." Thus, most children 
according to their parents, perceived themselves at school in a different 
environment. 

In response to items in Part II of the Opinionnaire, eighty-seven 
percent of the paretns indicated their child was adequately prepared for 
his week of resident outdoor education and ninety-one percent of them 
indicated their chiHwas "quite excited" about going to the outdoor school. 
Three items dealt with whether or not parents wotid mdors a ; or 
this kind of a program* In each Instance, more than ninety percent of the 
paz*ents answered in the affirmative as follows s "definitely recommend a 
resident experience like this at an outdoor school for all children at 
some time | " "excellent rating was given to the total resident outdoor pro-, 
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supplies and lodging* About sixty-six percent of the parents thought 
that lodging should be paid by parents , and the school should assume re- 
sponsibility for the supplies. There was nearly an even split in opinion 
as to who should pay for transportation to the resident center# 



Rockford Parents 1 Perceptions 

One half (28h) of the 566 persons who responded were parents of 
children attending Rockford*s Outdoor School# A tabulation of their re- 
plies is shown in Table IX# 

All but a few of these respondents indicated that (l) the week 
appealed to their children because of the outdoor emphasis , ( 2 ) they be- 
lieved they understood why the program was provided, and (3) their children 
talked freely of their experiences. Over 50 percent of them sold they 
thought (l) the experience helped their child's self confidence, (2) peer 
relationships had beeniiriprovod, (3) knowledge of good con3ervation pr3C- 
tices had..been improved, (h) knowledge of geology had been increased, 

(5) awareness of pollution problems had increased, (6) interest in science 
had increased, (7) weather study was enjoyed and profitable, and (8) atti- 
tudes toward school were positively affected# The remaining 50 percent 
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TABLE II 

NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE TABULATION OF PARENT.' RESPONSES 
PARENTS • OPINIONNAIRE ; RESIDENT OUTDOOR EDUCATION 
ROCKFORD » SPRING 1971 



ITEM 



Replying; YES 
Number Percent: 



Repl ying ■ NO 
Number Percent 



252 



1. The activities during the week at the 
outdoor school appealed to my child 
largely because the emphasis was on 
outdoor activity rather than class- 
room or indoor activity , 

2. The experience helped to improve my 
child’s self confidence, 

3. My child now appears to be better ac- 
quainted with his classroom teacher 
than he was before the experience . 

4. My child’s relationships with his 
classmates appear to have been 
affected in a positive manner as a 

i:v.>Vvih reBdlt of the week, ^ 



5, I believe that I have an adequate 
understanding of the reason the ’ 

my child with 

I- ' v this experience . "yy y;ydyyd,y : 

6. My child has talked freely at home 268 

about )iis experiences of that week. 



96.9 



3,1 



163 


82.3 


35 


17.7 . 


121 


65.4 


64 


A'v'f:.34,6 


151 


78.6 


41 


21.4 


254 \ 


•i.- ■ IV '' a;;-; - 

94>4 


15 


.7, .3: .Jl p ■: ■ A. -; : q^ ; !'•'-■■■ 

5.6 ■ 



96.8 v 9 







if iriliilTfiiliiirif Li irfTrn fiiTh.T Jl ; idyHr „ , 
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Table II continued 



ITEM 



Replying: Yes 
Number Percent 



Replying: No 
Number Percent 



12 . 



My child now appears to be more 
concerned about n the feelings and 
rights of other people” than 

before . 



75 



43-4 



98 



56,6 



13 , 



My child’s knowledge of "good con- 
servation practices appears to have 
been increased as a result of the 
week . 



184 



83.5 



36 



16.5 



14 * 



My child’ s knowledge of glacial 
geology 3 fossils 9 and geologic time 
seems to have increased. 



201 



90.1 



22 



19 .9 



15 . 



The experiences during the week 
seem to have helped my child to 
improve his use of the library and 
research materials l 



80 



47.6; 



88 



52.4 



16 * 



My child now appears to be more 
aware of the problems of air and 
water pollution than before he 
went to the outdoor school . ^ 



184 



79.0 



49 



21.0 






to have increased my child 1 s interest 



/ / ■37,V;: 16.1 



and knowledge in science. . 

IB. The week ..appears to have increased 66 36.9 113 63.1 

' child f si^ knowledge ^ v -. : 

- in mathematics . - - ‘ ^ - ;; ;///■■ '• - 






19. My child appears to have /enjoyed arid 222 94.1 14 5.9 

profited from his study, of the /..//V''; ; ;-v ’ 




^^^ lllllM(llliill ^^ 
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Table IX - Continued 



2, Based on your child's comments, 
how would you rate the discipline 
at the outdoor school? 



Number: 179 1 63 : 23 : 4 : 6 : 
Excellent Poor 

Percent: 65 : 23: 8 : 1 : 2 : 



3, 



To what extent would you endorse 
or recommend a resident experi- 
ence like this at an outdoor 
school for all children at some 
time while in school? 



Number : 232: 33: 11: 1 :,2 
Definitely 



Not at All 



Percent: 83 i 12: 4 : — :1 



4. 



To what extent did your child 
look forward to going to the 
outdoor school? 



Number : 217 
Very Excitedly 
Percent : 



21 : 20:8 : 11 : 



Didn't want to Go 
78:8 : 7 :3s 4 : 



5. 



What rating would you give to 
the total resident outdoor pro- 
gram? 



Number 200: 51 : 24 : 2 : 2 : 

Poor 



Excellent 

Percent: 72 : 18 '• 8 1:1 : 



6, 



In your opinion, should the 
program be continued? 



Number: 238 : 14 : 16 : 4 ; 4 : 

Definitely Yes definitely No 

Percent : 86 : 5 : 6 : 1 : 1 : 



7 Cheek the appropriate spaces to 
indicate who you believe should 
bear the expenses related to the 
resident out door educaton program. 



SCHOOL PARSH T 

Number Percent Number Percent 






. 167 • v; ;V V' 63 - 5; ...;yy yy v .. . ;• 






Food . 53 

Lodging yy-j.::,: .yySS'yyy 

Teachers 244 ysy 

Supplies 187 

Transporta- 

...... v ,, ...... ,. r . -'.tibn : y^^ 140 ^ ’ ' 57.6 yy "/C, 103' 

■ : 'y yV-: ;:y:. « :y V v " ■:y:' y : v y-": y y" ^yypup^ii;* :y': i ^ . ;yty<:yy y^ e y^y 

• • •- •’ - - •- •• • - * - • 1 •* .i.V' M-'*-* ■?:.*« - 1 ' ‘iv- II • /p- ?•.%* • •I'-.-.i'* t .,'/f - ./II '■ tf • •. •*! ?i.r . .. .r. /<* f ' . - 1 1 ‘ t„ . < .• > ' »- * ***. ‘ _ i '—4 ‘ ? ' ■■ • . / • ' V —n ■ ‘ ,• . j-, • ~ • y 0- . ^ • . _<* <• 



yfi .«•' £ .- ■ ' " . .y ‘ . • . .V-. 
■-y ; y-y yy 



20*2 

36 a 5 s5j$y. “• z isis 

^92vly“C.yyy 

70 . e 



210 



79.8 



21 

"*&■■■ 78 



7.9 

29.4 



yvy’y-; 






''•y:ye,r ; ' ; ' r ^ 



-yy;'yH-A 



42.4 " ' ; 





- : " 






, ... • ■ . . ' . • - y ' . • _ y. , -77- •'•••••• ~ • ' ' . 






not want to go or* tire re "on the fence." 

Only about 10 percent of the Rockford parents thought the discipline 
to be "poor" or rated the entire program "poor. " Two hundred thirty-eight of 
of the respondents said "Definitely Yes" to the question, "Should the pro- 
gram be continued?" Only four persons said "Definitely Not." A few other 
persons checked the neutral columns. 

There seemed to be little disagreement among Rockford parents as to 
who should cover the costs of the program. Ninety-two percent said that 
the school should pay for the teachers. Nearly two- thirds thought the 
parents should pay the pupils* costs for food and lodging, and that the 
school should also pay for supplies. All but one of the respondents 
thought the parents should provide spending money for the children. 



Taft Parents 1 Perceptions 



Two hundred eighty- two of the respondents were parents of children 



who had participated in j outdoor education program. 

They were tiios tly from surburbeh c ommunities surrounding Chicago. A tabula- - ;; 

tion of their replies is 3hown in Table III. 

In general, the comments relating to the responses of Rockford 
















less than one-half of the Taft parents thought that attitude, toward school 




.. , . . ... . . ■ , . y 

According. to the parents the children going to Taft Campus were well. 
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TABLE III 

NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE TABULATION OF PARENT RESPONSES, 
PARENT'S OPINIONNAIRE: RESIDENT OUTDOOR EDUCATION 
TAFT CAMPUS, SPRING 1971 





% FM 


Repl^ 


/ins: YES ^ 


RepiXiSSi. 


rrm 




■ £j t" 


Number 


Percent 8 ^ 


Number 


Percent & 


1 . 


The activities during the weejcat the 
outdoor school appealed to my child 
largely because the emphasis was on 
outdoor activity rather than class- 
room or indoor activity , 


262 


97.8 


6 


2.2 


2 * 


The experience helped to improve 
my child’s self confidence . 


180 


87.4 


26 


12.6 


3 # 


My child now appears to be better 


83 


46.1 


97 


53.9 


acquainted with his classroom 
teacher than he was before the 












experience. 










4. 


My child's relationships with his 
classmates appear to; have been 
affected in a positive manner as 
a result of the week. 


140 


77.3 


41 


22.7 


5. 


1 believe that I have an adequate 


244 


92.8 


19 


- 7.2 


..j ,i:\ 


understanding of the reaaon thepi;;; 
school provided my child with .. 
this' experience 








. _r :± : '' t u " 


6 • 


My child has talked freely ah home 
. qnfait his jexper iences ^ of ^^at ; wee^ . 


246 t 

: y \ , v-.=. 




25 


9.2 


7. 


I noticed a positive; change in ray 
child's manners following the week 
at the outdoor school. ' 


75 


■r 34.4 

■ V yv‘:rv;-^ 


143 '■ 


65.6 

■ -- c • .c-, 



8. 'fhe ' classroom teachers and: 
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Table III — continued 



ITEM 



REP L YING: YES 
Number Percent* 



REPLYING: NO 



Number 



Percent 



12. My child now appears to be more 

concerned '‘about the feelings and 
rights of other people" than before. 



48.0 



104 



52,0 



13. My child’s knowledge of "good con- 
servation practices" appears to have 
been increased as a result of the 
week. 



174 



77,3 



51 



22.7 



14, My child 1 s knowledge of glacial 



175 



70.9 



52 



29.1 



geology , fossils , and 



time seems to have been increased. 



15, 



The experiences during the week 
seem to have helped my child to 
improve his use of the library and 
research materials . 



Ill 



57.2 



83 



42 ,8 



16. 



My child now appears to be more 
aware of the problems of air and 
water pollution than before he 
went to the outdoor school. 



186 



77.8 



83 



22.2 



17, 



The week at the outdoor school seems 
to have increased my child ' 3 interest 
- arid kh<wiedge- in ^ s cienoe . _ : :£- j. :±: 



192 



78.7 



53 



21.3 



18. 



The week appears to have I^i^f eased ■ ; 62 

my dhildlje; interest sund ^kndwlege ; ^ 

in mathematics . 



30.2 



143 



69.8 






19. My child appears to have enjoyed 203 84 ♦ 7 



37 



15.3 






the weather at the outdoor school. 

20. The experiences at "the outdoor 117 56.5 90 43.5 



117 
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Table III Continued 



4. 



5 * 



Based on your child’s comments* 
how would you rate the discipline 
at the outdoor school? 

To what extent would you endorse 
or recommend a residen texperienco 
Tike this at an outdoor school 
for all children at some time 
while in school? 

To what extent did you child look 
forward to going to the out loor 
school? 

What rating would you give to the 
total resident outdoor program? 



Number : 16Q : 72 : 35 ; 5 : 4 * 

Excellent Poor 

Percent : * 58 ; 26 : 13 * 2 t 2 



In your opinion , 
be continued? 



should the program 



Number : 239 : 26 ■ 
Definitely: 

Percent : 86 : 9 ■ 



9: 1 



Not at all 

3 ; l ; 



Very 



Number 2 41 : 21 i 12 s is 2 • '-M"--' 

Didn’t want to 



Percent : 87 : 8 4 : — : I go 

Number: 207: 49 : IQ s 1 : 2 : 



Excellent 
Percent : 



Number; 2 56 
Definitely -fes 

Percent: 92 




Poor 



4 : 2J* 2_ : \ . j . 

- Definitely No 

1:1:1 * v V. — 



7v 






Check the. appropriate spaces to 
indicate who you believe, should 
bear the expenses related to the 
resident outdoor education program. Number 



School 



Percent 



Parent 



Number Percent 




Food r: '7V;\^^.^l; T T. 


47 :7y: 


: ; r 18.1 


Lodging;; • 




■‘7;.- 27 


Teachers ; 


246 


92.5 


Supp lies 


156 


60.9 


Transport a- 




■ ■ ,?.y 


tdon ■; ' ! : 


i'4sg|%: 


58.5 



213 81.9 

191 73 

20 '7,5 

T 100 " 39*1 



103 



41v5 






lb- . ■> ;-77 ;v. . .7 : .r : / v 77 7 .. , 7- 7 

l © .... _ . - ' ■ * . 

• 7 '<-- ' .r 7 '• 7-'7. MonSV ■ • 0 .7 ; 7 6 « 2 •' Vv- *777 '7; ''-'7 2 43 93 *;Q’ •’•'W 

- s \ ■ ■ - J s ■ -7 7 77 




sser|c 



2U 

Seventeen percent of the prrents of children participating in the 

Taft program questioned the "discipline" procedures and techniques, hut 

the overwhelming majority were highly supportive of the program in its 
entirety* Ninety-three percent of them rated the program '’excellent," 
and about ninety-five percent endorsed the program for all 

About seventy- five percent of tho parents thought that parents should 
pay for food and lodging and provide spending money for the pupils, but 
that the school should assume responsibility for paying the teacher's . . 
expens es during the week. About sixty percent indicated the school should 
pay for supplies and transportation^ : 




s®. 



a: jfltagstEis&sasr ~ 








2 $ 

Rockford versus Taft : A Compariggn- of Responses 

Clil-square was the statistical test applied to determine if what 
appeared to be differences in the way in which Rockford parents responded 
to specific opinionnaire items as compared to the way in which Taft 
responded were real or significant differences. The results of this 
sis are set forth in Table XV. 

There was a difference at the .01 or greater level of confidence in 
the way in which Rockford parents responded as compared to the way Taft 
parents responded on ? of the 21 items of Part I of the opinionnaire. In 
the case of each of the four items relating to program outcon^5 s the 
difference was in favor of the Rockford program. As to the other sxgnifi- 

(l) a larger percentage of Taft children than Rockford 
children wore ax-ray from home for the first time; (2) Rockford children 

talked more freely about the experiences than Taft children? and (3) 
more Taft than Rockford parentssaidtheir child ’sattitudewas "merely 
a week of fun." 

TT _x. -L,-- v-r. 
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TABLE IV 



COMPARISON -OF PARENT RESPONSES* ROCKFORD AND TAFT CAMPUS 
SPRING , 3 1971 1 PARENTS 1 OPINIONNAIRE : RESIDENT OUTDOOR 
EDUCATION CHI-SQUARE TEST FOR SIGNIFICANCE 



ITEM 



Chi“ square 



gig. 

Level 



Direct ion 



1. 



The activities during the week at 
the outdoor school appealed to my 
child largely because the emphasis 
was on outdoor activity rather thai 
classroom or indoor activity * 



2* 



The experience helped to improve 
my child ? s self confidence . 



My child now appears to be better 
acquainted with his classroom 
teacher than he was before the 
experience . 



13 *7 



,001 



A higher percent 
age of Rockford J 
parents replied; 



YEC 



4 



My child* s relationships with his 
classmates appear - to have been af- 
fected in a positive manner as a 
result of the week - 






' 5, -I- -believe that ; I -have -an; adequate ' - * *:y“ ' r * , - ■ 

school provided my child with : : 

: - v ff- this experience 



O. My child has talked freely at home 8.41 .01 A higher per- 

- -ahotithis experiences of that week. .-.TVC ?'• / .V. centage or.,Ropk- 

v - ■ - , - • - ford parents ; 






- > V : v:a;;. L'-*. •' ! ' *• - ; • ‘ ‘ ;* ’ u * f *k ’ ' 



replied: YES 



- - . ‘ - - - ’ 

7. I noticed a positve change in my 

^hiiriiA manner's following the week 
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Table IV --continued 



ITEM 



Chi-Square 



3ig> 

Level 



Direction 



11 . 



This was my child 1 s first time away 
from home and parents ( for more 
than one day and night). 



6,95 



. 01 , 



A higher percent- 
age of Taft 
parents replied : 
YES. 



12 , 



Hy child now appears to be more 
concerned H about the feelings and 
rights of other people 11 than before 



13 , 



My child 1 s knowledge of 11 good con- 
servation practices 11 appears to 
have been Increased as a result 
of the week. 



3,89 



. 05 : 



A higher percent- 
age of Rockford 
parents replied: 



14 . 



My child 1 s knowledge of glacial . 
geology 5 fossils, and geologic time 
seems to have been increased. 



13.9 



.001 



A higher percent- 
age. of Rockford 
parents replied : 
YES 



15 , 



The experiences during the week 
seem to have helped my child to 
improve his use of the library 
and research materials • 



16 . 



aware of the prob lems .of air and 
water pollution than before he 
went to vthe outdo 



6 .21 



.05 






age - O f Rb 6k f 6f d r 

parents replied: 



YES. 




